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THE TWELVE 122112 A NEW BEGINNING
Calcutta (1814-18) Text..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black
in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck
and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in
sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's
mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover,
his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ?
? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those
who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him,
"Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the
bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was
grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable
entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold
off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this,
conceal not from me aught..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he
sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its
walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly,
save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his
friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came
to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on
me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we
were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?'
Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.?THE
FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then
he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first
city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a
widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops
and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother
took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her.
Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away,
nothing doubting but she was a boy..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By
the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art
Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him,
whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"
asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another
eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.
"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his
reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am
Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)
thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he
arose and abode wondering at his case..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the
candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and
said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent
me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was
never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith,
'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and
obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves
humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who
guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful,
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God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad
the, iii. 199.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he
forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he
gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of
the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till
after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi
[drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary
of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is
dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not
else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third
of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ?
? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..It is as the jasmine,
when it I espy, ii. 236..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and
each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them
had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt
thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange
for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their
loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon
each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to
enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..?STORY OF
THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.? ? ? ?
? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then the eunuchs went forth, that
they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and
fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and
clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes;
and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both
encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed
the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them
they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords
and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned.
And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and
God restored them to him dccccxix.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ?
a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with
child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave
birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..I did as she bade me and when I
returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know
that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down
[into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this
young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the
palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came
up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my
maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he
would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee,
thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay
with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six
days in every month..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..When it was the tenth
day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give
him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and
urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute
him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to
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whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]?
Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered
with "Hearkening and obedience.".For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith,
the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian,"
replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? O
friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..The prefect released the man and gave
him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore.
Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house,
whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town
with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my
friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me,
and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've
borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My
lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait
prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and
affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he
loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade
her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took
him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from
his malady..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a
woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great
with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it,
she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light,
kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we
marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the
lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover
our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my
neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads;
but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief
and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.Now it chanced
that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So
he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an
end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this
desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to
husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most
High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst
deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have
done me a kindness.'.135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..Mariyeh
opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said
to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad
is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.? ? ?
? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou
dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the
affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh
unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his
judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his
state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and
skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the
wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and
turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none
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the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased
him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special]
service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each
a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the
boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this
wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he
were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank
with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?"
And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his
daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved
me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of
the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private
with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused
themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went
away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those
who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had
caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered,
she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then
she sang thereto the following verses:.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young
merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of
time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright
and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and
on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the
trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and
lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Now the late
king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass
out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of
his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to
fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite
him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his
officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and
the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their
hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate
was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of
[various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine
eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE
PORTER..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his
house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said,
"What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the
woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or
without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked
they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them,
"Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her
fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the
wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out
from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went
with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present
themselves and take my contract.".When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at
his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover,
he took the eunuch also and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her,
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'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of
the reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base
favour, whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an
example among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and
thou hast trampled my head with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.Then they
brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and
emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid
that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own
country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly
lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and
entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island,
diverting myself by viewing them..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents
and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much
pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or
traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth
upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded
us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the
ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me
into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..? ? ? ?
? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..When King Bekhtzeman
heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the
Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they
heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why
hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for
protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy:
comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk.
So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that
unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and
th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..Now the king's son was
playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So
they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death.
Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear,
said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss]
of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face
and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So
he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid,
who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there
hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case!
Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of
love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that
trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying,
"What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before
her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the
princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had
heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms'
height, i. 49..When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars
in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his
father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till
he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the
dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a
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thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he
shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou
wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a
desert dread!.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I
purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and
meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall
concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take
half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the
money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have
returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget
him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand
[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,
between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken
the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how
God gave him, i. 174..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his
trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the
sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout
the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned
for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither;
after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who
belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be
a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with
them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the
folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.Then the astrologers made their calculations and
looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with
his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of
his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and
more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from
[that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.'
When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and
suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and
what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon
them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a
shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a
coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it
was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the
other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her,
came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an
old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none
gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..Algates
ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First
Brother cxlv.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE
QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was
lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter
reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to
him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst
not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had
repented.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the
closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand
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at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart
stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and
call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it
[thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me,
"Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my
lodging..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present
among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken
with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is
none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this
affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of
the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and
slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of
Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with
a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his
inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son
who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were
accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the
moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of
Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or
gainsaying..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went
and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and
told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came
forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy
sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring
and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust
dcccclxxxvi.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man,
'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth
not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living
thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh]
allowances..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.(continued)..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.Then they brought trays
and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven
the following verses:.Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he
said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour
the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her
clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are
somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were
little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour
of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.The Twenty-Sixth Night
of the Month..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three
sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and
they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of
her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis
came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the
day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would
reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew
not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain
of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan
and a third headsman..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine
advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I
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will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the
presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had
promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his
eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by
little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said,
'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How
so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted,
weeping-eyed..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and
wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night
cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned
and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202)
Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out.
The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw
himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him
grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..One day, there came
a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel.
Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land,
they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king
returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..35. Isaac of
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