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THE SECRET OF WHISPER LAKE
? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..When the king heard this
story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the
matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and
long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who
were present, as of wont..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen
Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and
darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her
whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of
Power dccccxciii.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and
sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who
is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? She
gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five
Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..So saying, he fell
upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk
heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the
Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in
upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This
is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant
answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.When the poor
man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my
heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood
And my branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there
is no mercy there..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.There was
once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and
slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he
addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to
prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God
answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her
travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the
sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke
The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and
what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he
descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift'
(187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all
that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none
knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away
my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the
lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and
required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's
incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on
the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on
thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou
dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat
Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband
sift Dust dlxxxii.99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.?OF THE ADVANTAGES
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OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my
bowl..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of
thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF
SINDBAD THE SAILOR..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who
was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary
than this..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I
spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook.
'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at
a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and
Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than
which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.The old woman
returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife,
and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause
of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What
was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man,
who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother
saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom
belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle
him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles
and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what
tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him
all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook,
whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case
and my design;.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.So
saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not
credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and
the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be
advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not
what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she
sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.'
Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her
husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a
maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin,
rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his
face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the
idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the
sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier,
"is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that
which befell between them.".? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..Then he
again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of
them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech;
wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my
preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise
upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast
wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern
myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this
wise..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him
worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two
chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a
willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face,
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seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth
from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and
day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as
saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or
day..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so
that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the
following verses:.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his
obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath
need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined
she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to
the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up
to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the
room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of
the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and
brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.There was once a
man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode
with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay
to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat
of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money
and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon
the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was.."And indeed," continued Adi,
"this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?"
"Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken
him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at
the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they
toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a
rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this.
Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but
now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her
words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till
eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at
nightfall he went to the bath..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..The Eleventh Day..Thou that wast absent from my
stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.Sharpers who cheated each his
Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what
was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he
acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth
pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and
wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in
the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming
forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's
Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.So Iblis the Accursed
drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she,
'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he
answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb
and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady,"
replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31)
She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she
wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer
and give him this my letter.".As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she
took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that
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which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes
and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of
the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to
her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode
awhile..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O
damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to
him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"
replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my
chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art
Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at
what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then
the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the
Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his
case..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and
said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode
in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's
wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and]
did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of
Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an
old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So
she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God
decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well
done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O
Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am
the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but
by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon
an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou
rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are
agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy
sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who
married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well
infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she
had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I
said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright
and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her
pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit
and her father's comeliness..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..4. The Three Apples
lxix.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way,
That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to
quench it I was fain..Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of
face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the
place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save
that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that
which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that
had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the
defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with
the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his
charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our
Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took
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horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a
stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded
in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and
accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy
presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy
deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond,
that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'
However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he
wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..?
? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..? ? ? ? ? The
curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..When the night was half
spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and
followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The
woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and
coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was
halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..[One day], as the ship was
sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to
buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered,
saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be
upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High,
so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that
moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..When she came to
Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee
and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her,
"Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise
offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up
the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So
saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an
inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED
THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant,
"Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that
she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched
her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some
days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist;
(135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she)
we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we
saw food and in a third beds..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed
herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the
young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty
modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's
foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein
was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door,
which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance
from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I
and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in
the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it
neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul
smell in it..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and
bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off
with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath
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been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all
honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou
shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.It befell one day that the king had occasion
to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the
daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than
she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered
'With all my heart.'.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and
well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and
had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her
eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words,
"VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this,
she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the
untruth of (255) this his inscription!".King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so
he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so
whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas;
so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no
opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching
El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Then
the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after
the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their
brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without
letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is
this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O
nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and
wrote the following verses:.Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited
till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling
him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and
beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will
do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to
going and coming..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the
spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80.
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