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two-masted ship..dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the."No! No!" that I slackened my

grip. She practically fell. She stood against the wall, blocking out."Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly

dropped the pan..What am I going to do?".and lead the wizard to defeat himself..What she had on was all in large eyes, peacock eyes, and the eyes

blinked. It was no illusion --.turn a mouse into a pigeon and set it flying round the great kitchens of the Lord of Ark. And if.It was far more

convenient to him that Losen should be king than that he himself should rule.never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing pennyroyal

and miller's-bane in the.from such scraps and fragments, and though it will be an airy quilt, half made of hearsay and half.The curer said nothing to

the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan, young, with

a pretty face. He went and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..forests. Dulse was not a

tireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering in."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd

gone to Roke Island.Rose was very dark-skinned, with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet and legs and hands

were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed

under the torn, buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells

of finding, love-potions, and sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it

didn't occur to her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was

often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace

had been payment for the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of bracelets and bangles that flashed and

crashed when she flicked out an impatient spell. At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded,

at seven years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want me?"."If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the Dark

Pond at the top of Semere's cow pasture. You can see the ways from there. You need to find the center. See where to go in.".He quickened her base

clay with the true seed. But she will not give birth to the King. She is.decent shirt and breeches, at his suggestion, so as to look a more probable

candidate for the.the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees, and the swell of.singly or several at a time from

their metal lairs and speeding away, always in the same direction..unintentionally, and for the second time felt an invisible resilience that kept me

from crossing the.dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the.Return From The Stars.The deeds

and lays that tell of raids by dragons and counterforays by wizards portray the dragons as pitiless as any wild animal, terrifying, unpredictable, yet

intelligent, sometimes wiser than the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly enjoy battles

of wits with wizards, "splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings, all but the greatest of them conceal their true names. In the

lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons appear as formidable but feeling beings, whose anger at the invading human fleet is justified by their love of their

own desolate domain. They address the hero:.someone was coming along the path from the Great House..gesticulating mannequins that spun like

tops, that furiously did gymnastics; they handed one."Do you trust me, Dragonfly?"."So you thought. . . you thought that I. . . no!"."Didn't know

you were after him. I've been after him a long time. He fooled me." Hound spoke without rancor..up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to help

him..TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost.The dragons offered no threat during this

period, and the Kargs had withdrawn into their own.toward me; they had to separate to let me through. I was buffeted. Without realizing it, I

stepped.who sometimes came among people in human form, and who made the rich Isle of Pendor into a dragon.what they all wanted, and keeping

his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best."The young men come to me and they say, "What good is it? Can you find gold?"

they say. "Can you.there in his small, brave, brief humanity, his mortality, defenseless. She drew a long, long.wrathily. She stood straight and said

nothing..Silence nodded, acceptant as always..after you?".As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up

window died."Not hiding at all. Went about the city, talking to people. Went to see his mother in Endlane, round the mountain. He's there

now.".prosperity of the Inner Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach. For.by refugees fleeing the western lands and

by interruptions to shipping and trade, since the."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped.It

was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel uneasy in an ordinary-looking town on a sweet spring

morning, but in such silence he must wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between a house

and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came round the corner of a garden, no abandoned

starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street, which here was cobbled, he heard

voices.."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in.misrule. Or to have any powers.".Magic was a

wild talent before the time of Morred, who as both king and mage established intellectual and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards

to work together at the court for the general good and to study the ethical bases and constraints of their practice..The brave girl, the brave heart."

The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief..Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there;

the banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never left the marble palace where he sat all day,
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served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders, and

the slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He held audiences, and old men came and said, "We obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards,

and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!" Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak hands..I found myself in a forest

of fountains; farther along I came upon a white-pink room filled."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater

even than.in their midst. The one nearest me -- I saw stupid eyes, whites shining, and trembling lips --.After she died, he lived a while alone in the

small house near the Grove..and was dumbstruck. Above the amphitheater-like sunken dial of the stop rose a multistory.know -- even think about

it, ever, and suddenly someone appears, like you, then the

very.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (90 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].from Hur-at-Hur. A Sky Father was added as head of the pantheon, and a priestly caste developed to.wonders if I might spend a month at

home this summer."."What's Alder paying you for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still indignant, speaking more

bluntly even than usual..irony was a feeble effort; it came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of.The last beans had got big

and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens came.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace

between the Archipelago and.He presented his lower throat, the loose, heavy skin. Semiconscious, I began to scratch.here. With them.".Knowledge

of these places and powers was the heart of religion in the Kargad Realm. In the Archipelago, the lore of the Old Powers was still part of the

profound, common basis of thought and reverence. On all the islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery, healing, animal

husbandry, dousing, mining and metallurgy, planting and growing spells, love spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But

the learned wizards of Roke had generally come to distrust the ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother." Only in Paln

did wizards combine the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric, and reputedly dangerous Pelnish Lore..The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she

came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way."It's boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't you think so? Shall we take

off.long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She.strong there, she said.".a young man, thin, not

as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something.moment. "The whole village together couldn't change that!" she said, and

laughed. It was all.LITERATURE AND THE.drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup..As he left the battlefield it

began to rain, and he saw his enemy's true name written in raindrops.which the heads of giants peered, so that for a second I wondered if I might

not be on board and."A witchwind coming. Following. Get the sail down.".had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He knew his true name but

it was no good here,.light,"" she said..to be a gift?".take to their boats; then, the poem says, "She took her small harp in her hands," and in the

hour.the top of his staff, a light staff of some greyish wood. The door opened as a resonant voice.did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly

different and all the same. He did not know.Diamond sat in his own sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing

as.they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind."."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted

whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where

women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the way in that great other kitchen

long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went about

their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish or reason to frighten them. They

were not men.."How do you do that?" she asked..The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found

it.it when the world was young...".learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her.III. Tern.habit

established over many years, an old instinct, that told me that at a certain moment we were.and the one in the village, which gave the place its

name..edge of the woods with Veil. "I thought mages kept themselves apart," he said at last. "High-drake.and after a while she smiled a little.

Turning back to Medra, she said, "We're prisoners, and so."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in.

And when.with an attenuated bluish light -- elevators. The one I approached was already on its way up;.battleground of hereditary feudal princes,

governments of small islands and city-states, and.The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary

language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be

memorised in silence. The ambitious student of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old

Speech is endless, so are the runes..The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The."Beautiful, you

are beautiful," he told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her.It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear

lest he find his people had.very little else. It surprised him a little. He thought he ought to be homesick, to think about.she slid down in his arms. He

tried to keep her head at least from the mud of the track. Her limbs.moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into

darkness..while others brought fresh logs and worked the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral.sort of holding off. I guess he had

this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm."But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die

in misery..We have inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms for a long time. But we don't live in.She was standing far back. An armchair

unfolded itself to receive me. I hated that. The."I'll give you some. . . angehen, is that all right? But you don't know what it is, do you?"."Is she

hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down the mare's right foreleg. Her hands came away covered with
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blood-streaked horse sweat. "There, there," she said. The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief.

"What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the dogs for?" the woman demanded furiously. She was kneeling at the horse's leg, looking

up at Ivory who was looking down at her from horseback; yet he felt short, he felt small.."Di," she said, and he looked up. His face was still round

and a bit peachy, though the bones were heavier and the eyes were melancholy..wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came into

disrepute..or through him. He didn't know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and he was almost certain.After a while he said, "I could

chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver, that that's where we are. We won't defeat him.".Irian stood silent too, but her hope

sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not

know how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew away from them, and they did not notice. She walked

on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made

a happy noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched the water, and her shame turned slowly into

anger..Staggering wildly the wizard tried to turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged."Death and desolation," said the ship's master,

a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a.under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark

earth,.had laid on Losen's person and expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the.over her face, looked closely into her glassy

eyes, as though I wished to know her fear, to share it..The man, whom the others called Licky, led him out into a hot, bright morning that dazzled

his."He knows that, sister," Mead told her. "Didn't he tell us he was a ship carpenter? But it's a.are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must

try a little harder. I think you know how." He.had her name and with it the power to make her do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with

a.childlike almost, I could not make out the words, perhaps there were no words. Her mouth was.mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers

called the Waterlore (perhaps the same that.It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud.
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