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Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that

he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had

been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she

first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she

had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and

related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her

sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of

them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not

consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens,

Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she

showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it

appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and

that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls

and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him

all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF

SINDBAD THE SAILOR..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.When the night

darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she

sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered

she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from

her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale].

Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither

eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the

draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to

her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say,

'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth

concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight

and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy

long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed,

this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her

forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before

Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred

thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before

the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and

divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following

verses:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..And the king bade him

depart to his own house..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the

folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a

lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh

swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou

suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of

my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in

asking..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.It is

told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was

Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there

passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand

on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT

OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will

assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from
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us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth,

brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my

boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a

second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself,

"By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following

verses:.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then

he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and

when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all

manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her

berate..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of

goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the

merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness

of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other

heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou

mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may

still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest

[in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its

price.".36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate

stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.? ? ? ? ? The

earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ?

? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..Algates ye are our

prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not

bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's

sight,.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a

pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Hejjaj (El) and the Three

Young Men, i. 53..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..A friend of mine once invited me

to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a

day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou

hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this

subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an

adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he

seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or

intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till

he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues

(quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..Quoth the king,

'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with

him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud

behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed

their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a

wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered

of straitness and oppression..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We

accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the

poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and

was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he

caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his

deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments,

after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of

Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in

verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword

against the foe in fight..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there
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abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion,

gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from

him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein

was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had

fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby

they knew that the lion had made an end of them..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a

thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and

when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he

came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not

do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and

spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had

he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee."

But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.The news came to the rest of the

kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh

Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard

this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and

indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered

themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the

Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'

Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his

folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of

Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.31.

The City of Lebtait dxxxii.[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he

answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come

forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore

prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward,

(74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed

upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou

Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of

fight?.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was

even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred

them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves.

One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I

of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip

and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and

return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted

down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both

Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me,

"What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make

at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I

will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi

and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst

I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without

worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the

morrow..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac,

'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch

and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and

seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy

bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison

with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of
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choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the

wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore

it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth

the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds

that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O

king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common

people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses]

'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier

[than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he

was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be!

How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou

divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to

approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his

stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife,

though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck

not if it be..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.Presently, the idiot returned, with

somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid

assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him

till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said,

'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard

him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to

the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to

their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels

tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif

and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the

swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her

slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el

Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my

slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey

dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND

WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous

punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I

am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he

rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed

their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and

invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and

people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy

load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the

other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other

two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I

shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?'

asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier."

And he bade him depart to his dwelling..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper

ccclxxxviii.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.When it was the

fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not

the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy

heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me."

Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with

thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to

slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and
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if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell

Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most

High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and

none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou

carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he

took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her

to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to

her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into

the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she

had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and

thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of

this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price

money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he

sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the

sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour

abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".There

was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he

was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his

lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who

[went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..Ass, the Sharpers,

the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself

adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.?Story of King

Suleiman Shah and His Sons..The Seventh Day..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..9. The History of King Omar ben

Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.26. The

City of Lebtait cclxxii.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..Like the full

moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.18. The Thief and his Monkey

clii.As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk

pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of

the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful

saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have

sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her

and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young

Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money."

But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..When the youth saw this, he marvelled at

that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was

left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread

and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when

the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered

his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying,

"The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the

letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But

the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which

thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of

his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it

from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.When Abou Temam returned

with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing

him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who

rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and

despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device

they should practise..One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the
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king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are

two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the

portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs

must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor

did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole

gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter

dxxxvi.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the

Merman dccccxl.Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow

night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to

his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it

from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man;

whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring

him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on

this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent.

Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and

let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth

and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the

physician's assembly.'.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Picture, The

Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.The Twelfth Night of the Month..After he had slain him, he fell into

repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love

for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou

Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to

betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he

stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out

on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against

Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done

what we did.'.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein,

took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made

up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark.

Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping.

[The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the

saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are

ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us!

By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she

was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it;

wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance

advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..God, Of the Speedy

Relief of, i. 174..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which

whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the

Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said,

"O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with

his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful."

"How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so

shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went

away..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves

that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..When it was the tenth

day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give

him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and

urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute

him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to
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whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]?

Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered

with "Hearkening and obedience.".Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God

increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without

hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated

him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father

knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of

kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down.

Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me

with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause

of this?".Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he

went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath

taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain,

who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he

accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well

with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his

speech..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her

beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was

bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he

rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and

saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and

became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long

and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said,

"Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with

the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to

the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What

is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and

mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she

wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go,

lay him out and carry him forth."
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