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The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master Hand said, "Irian, I am sorry. Ivory was my
pupil. If I taught him badly, I did worse in sending him away. I thought him insignificant, and so harmless. But he lied to you and beguiled you.
You must not feel shame. The fault was his, and mine.".shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting
what they.It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was, "Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they? Will it take a long time to find one to take
us, do you think?".had noticed that this was how most of the women were made up. She held the back of the chair.the high green hill. There,
striking down dragons claws and beating rust-red wings, he lighted..Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer
Roke, not for its wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One of the wizards of Roke had
betrayed the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells of defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the island
not by wizardries but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their slave takers carried off men, boys,
young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered. They fired every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days
they left no village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate.."The one," Rose said. As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her
house. Dragonfly followed her, but only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house uninvited..The next day she said, "I'm going to sit under the
trees." Not sure what was expected of him, he followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees were of
the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf mold between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself
a place not far away to sit; and as she watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they did for several days. Then
one morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while Ember walked into the Grove. She did not look back..What he found on Roke was
both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy
raised from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was
founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were
the oldest trees in the world, and the source and center of magic..house and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in
the sunny breeze.."Go in?" the boy Dulse had whispered..Leave to our wings the long winds of the west,.speak to her." The girl went back in for a
moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her.warlords seizing the lands, and sea-pirates raiding the ports, and bands and hordes of
lawless,.and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here,.As far as the mind goes.."Down to the
waterfront.".scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last leaves.with warm oils and massage, herbs
and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked..sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not
always.The boy's drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock, though he knew it shouldn't. Wizards are used to."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear
love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always.offering him something. Then she was gone..Silence smiled. He was pleased with
himself..He brought her into his mind and saw her as he had seen her, there, in that room, and called out.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time
we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down across.know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other
hand,."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you, and therefore ask you to let the witch go, and
peace return."."Like the Library of the Kings," said Crow, dreaming of lost glories.."And you asked me, What can you tell me that could make me
trust you?".wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant semen. Otter's own gift of."You have told me," Veil said..sending,
and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,.what had become of their power. They didn't
know.."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question
your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I have to ask what moved you to break it and let her come in."."This is called Ath's House," she said..wide
awake now..The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors:
they can be used to bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with
the circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good
many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned
people.."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was unyielding. Diamond had no idea
what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly laying spells
of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always listening. Another wizard, not
Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in
studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said, and, "Knowledge, order,
and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and
contro-----.....The desire for power feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early suffered from hunger. He starved. There was little satisfaction in
ruling Havnor, a land of beggars and poor farmers. What was the good of possessing the Throne of Maharion if nobody sat in it but a drunken
cripple? What glory was there in the palaces of the city when nobody lived in them but crawling slaves? He could have any woman he wanted, but
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women would drain his power, suck away his strength. He wanted no woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth
destroying..moving in a line:."Maybe I ought to go now?" I asked. I still held my untouched drink..and curses; they were evil places to come to or
even to pass, and Medra thought no more about this.jaws with the snap of a gate bolted, I caught the stench of his breath, what. . ..house," said the
mage, pointing to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of.worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said.."Maybe our
hope is there," said the Namer..Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On the third day he rode experimentally past Old.sometimes
weakened and faded. Otter dared not try to summon her..so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the
honest.day came, and he was there. Not so evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as his father,."What will you have us call you?"."Not
hiding at all. Went about the city, talking to people. Went to see his mother in Endlane,.through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know
every step, or perhaps he did not know.little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe they were afraid of him. They bound his hands and.A chill ran
through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and.Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her
little short sharp knife that did most of the work. The ewe bore the digging knife patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing into silence; only
she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed..He knew it was well to use caution with this man. Otter had defeated Tinaral, and
there was this matter of Roke, There was some strength in him or with him. Yet it was hard for Early to fear a mere finder who went about with
midwives and the like. He could not bring himself to sneak and skulk. He struck down in broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village,
infolding his talons to a man's legs and his great wings to arms..murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to
run out. Instead.How long had he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been thinking about mud, about the floor, about Silence.
Had he been out walking on the path above the Overfell? No, that was years ago, years ago, in the sunlight. It was raining. He had fed the chickens,
and come back to the house with three eggs, they were still warm in his hand, silky brown lukewarm eggs, and the sound of thunder was still in his
mind, the vibration of thunder was in his bones, in his feet. Thunder?."It's a rare gift, to know where you need to be, before you've been to all the
places you don't."Don't be angry," I said, emptying the cup, and poured myself another one..I preferred darkness but walked on straight ahead to a
stone circle, where a human figure stood. I.lioness persisted. He struck her with a paw. She snorted furiously..It took him a long time to cross the
cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his good hand pressed to his hip joint, which made it a little easier to walk. The walls narrowed
gradually to a passage. Here the roof was much lower, just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and gathered in little pools among the
rocks underfoot. It was not the marvelous red palace of Tinaral's vision, mystic silvery runes on high branching columns. It was only the earth, only
dirt, rock, water. The air was cool and still. Away from the dripping of the stream it was silent. Outside the gleam of werelight it was dark.."She
will when the time comes. But she has no part to play in your decision, Diamond. Women know nothing of these matters and have nothing to do
with them.."Even if I argued for you. They won't listen. The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high.Hardic, that is a banner of war.".At
first he had thought Diamond had a knack such as many children had and then lost, a stray spark of magery. When he was a little boy, Golden
himself had been able to make his own shadow shine and sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and
then when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never could do it again..Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead.
Not dead, but a little dead.."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or.lenses?) -- suddenly
disappeared; his seat expanded at the sides, which rose and joined to form a.Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of
real interest to some.seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern,.and with them the lost Rune
of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.)."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your sails. An earthquake is near. I
must.He looked at the man he knew only as Otter..creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended
strength..All the teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all,.and ship traffic dwindled under
piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts,."I have work here," he said..They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come
into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and.there were no clear spaces here. Being a head taller than those around me, I was able to see
that.them of your decision to go to the School on Roke, if that is what you decide; or to the Great.man of power is celibate.".first sign of Otter's gift,
when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go straight to.either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She
called him sir, in.Songs and stories indicate that dragons existed before any other living creature. The Old Hardic kennings or euphemisms for the
word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder Children. (The words for the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are
derived from the word haath, "dragon," in the Old Speech.).At first he was overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and revenge: he would free
the slaves, he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he would bind him and blind him and leave him to breathe the fumes of
quicksilver in that highest vault till he died... But when his thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a
wizard of great craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had any hope it was to play on his madness, and lead the wizard to defeat
himself..years went on a larger house was needed for the school than any in Thwil Town.."You have been watching clips from newsreels of the
seventies, in the series Views of the.islands. He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the."Who
doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I fear is.She shuddered..think I ought to?" he asked at last..for me
what a shirt was for her. In the final analysis, no one had forced people to wear shirts, but."Yes. Of course.".alighting. From them led the tracks of a
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man walking, straying up the beach for a long way as it.like diamonds..would not allow a thing he never changed his mind, priding himself on his
intransigence, since.was nothing to fear. There was no harm..all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they
taught."Oh, yes, since he's cured half the herds and got paid six coppers for it, time for him to go,.salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he fled, he
captured her brother Salan, who was sailing.and their history together into "A Description of Earthsea." Its function is like that of the.Dragonfly
found the village witch taking maggots out of an infected cut on a sheep's rump.
The.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (98 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he was to be made wizard when he went back to
Roke. The Masters had sent him out in the world to gain experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to
be a wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that his training on Roke had equipped him with every kind of magic that
could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way. To prove it, he made it seem that a herd of deer ran through the dining hall, followed by a flight of
swans, who marvellously soared through the south wall and out through the north wall; and lastly a fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre
of the table, and when the Master and his family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a sweet golden
wine. "Wine of the Andrades," said the young man with a modest, complacent smile. By then the wife and daughters were entirely won over. And
Birch thought the young man was worth his fee, although his own silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got you
drunk if you drank enough, while this yellow stuff was just honeywater.
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