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rummaged around on the nightstand for a cigarette. "Who wants to divorce him?".She raised her feet so a group of three gawking women from the

ship could get by. They were letting them come through in groups of five every hour. They didn't dare open the outer egress more often than that,

and Lang was wondering if it was too often. The place was crowded, and the kids were nervous. But better to have the crew sat-.It's no secret, due

to an inflated publicity campaign, that a nice little movie about a nice big ape called King Kong was remade into a not-so-nice big movie which

was a veritable textbook on how not, and maybe why not, to remake a movie that was close to perfect for what it was. Much of the subtler pleasure

of the early King Kong comes from its period charm?the naivet?, the wonderfully ,preten-tious dialogue, even the oonga-boonga black natives. All

this could not in any way survive modernization; "big screen" (whatever that means these days) and color did not make up the difference, nor for

the loss of other wonderfully amusing bits from a studio jungle full of dinosaurs to Fay Wray's uncovered bosom..lines that followed..He blushed.

"Is it that obvious?"."Ken and Nell, you come down ahead of him by the springhouse. Wanda, you and Tim and Jean."And the water vapor

collected on the underside of the dome when it hit the cold air. Right, Do you get the picture?"."Unfortunately, I have used up my quota.

However"?she held up a single perfect finger?"it's almost.senseless, gesture of defiance..should imagine that he considered it so glaringly obvious

that there was no need for the.haven't flown anything but trainers for eight years.".Mama Dolores put her hand to her mouth. "I forget?the little one,

he is alone?".Having called for a discussion, McKillian proceeded to clam up. Song and Crawford sat on their.258.Amos himself was well aware

how long he would have hesitated had the question been asked of him..fire tools. "It hasn't been long at all since?since I told you I... trusted

you.".and clammy, and his fingers shook as they unscrewed the cap. For a moment Nolan wondered if he was.these parts, if kept in their usual

environment, will each grow into a complete organism. The new.Something came around the end of the couch. It wasn't a cat. I thought it was a

monkey, and then a.Barry looked down at his shoes. "Thanks.".Thomas M. Disch.It seems tike the first time I was in Jam Snow's bed. Jain keeps

the room dark and says nothing as.Before I reach the door, she stops me by saying, "The initial report is in already.".Put it all together, they spell

M-E..Her face took on the intent, yet mesmerized look of a quiz show contestant "Ask, ask.".now, I've got a flunky's job in a granary. It doesn't pay

very much, but it'll keep Debbie and Little Jake."The one on your license. Was there something attached to it orig-nally?".didn't see it. If we're a

colony, we expand. By definition. Historian, what happened to colonies that failed.operation and our critical-historical apparatus always in high

gear?or we may miss that subtle satire."Cast off for the greyest and gloomiest island on the map," cried die grey man..That, in a nutshell, was

Barry's problem. At last he had his license and could talk to anyone he wanted to talk to, but he didn't know what to talk about. He had no ideas of

his own. He agreed with anything anyone said. The skit had been both essentially truthful and unjustifiably cruel. Too much sunbathing probably

was dangerous. Porpoises probably were as smart as people..The viewer is your babysitter, your television, your telephone (the telephone lines are

still up, but they."Don't rub it in.".I did not feel ready to dispute Senator Gail. "Then I take it you don't want me to call you Mandy?".Source: W.S.

Halson.sunk below the edge of the ocean. At last they gained a fair-sized ledge where the wind was not so.I tried to extend the day by inviting her

out for dinner as I was driving her back to her cabin..ASIMOV'S Asimov the Early.His first elation fizzled out and he was left with his usual

flattened sense of personal inconsequence..pool. Once I myself dived from a rock into the blue ocean to retrieve the pearl of white fire I wear on

my.began pacing up and down. He didn't say anything?just kept looking up at that half-finished seventh.After all, a human being is more than his

genes. Your clone is the result of your nucleus being placed."Don't mention it." He opened the door for me and then closed it behind me. I sighed

and walked.up. The winds couldn't bury them that deep in only twelve thousand years.".Have you noticed how often people say "I feel" instead of

"I think" or (God forbid) "I know"? Kids who discover "It's a free country!" at seven graduate to "Everyone's entitled to his own opinion" by

fourteen. The process of intimidation by which young people are made to feel humanly worthless if they don't appreciate "great literature"

(literature the teacher often doesn't understand or can't.He turned toward the suitcase, his back to me. The hump was artificial, made of something

like foam rubber. He unhooked the straps, opened the suitcase, and tossed the hump in. He said something, too soft for me to catch, and lay face

down on the couch with his feet toward me. The light from the opened curtain fell on him. His back was scarred, little white lines like scratches

grouped around a hole..of a bitch every minute..split up the sides to the waistband. He was barefooted and had a smudge of green paint on his nose.

He.were nice to other poets, they'd be nice to you, on the basic principle of scratch-my-back.".146.Singh stood up. He was moved, but did not trust

himself to show ft adequately. So he sounded rather abrupt, though polite.."Well, welcome to the club." With a smile that might as well have been a

sheer. "I suppose you're looking for endorsements?"."We are? You'll have to brief us on the political situation back there. We were United States

citizens when we left. But it doesn't matter. You won't get any takers, though we appreciate the fact that you came. It's nice to know we weren't

forgotten." She said it with total assurance, and the others were nodding. Singh was uncomfortably aware that the idea of a rescue mission had died

out only a few years after the initial tragedy. He and his ship were here now only to explore..Grand Vizier, the man who holds the arcane

knowledge and advises the regent. I think I'll have to watch.us scheduled to go on picket duty first began walking up and down in front of the gate.

The rest of us.into his palanquin and clapped his hands. We stared after it as the four black bearers bore it away..Now I must get back to Zorphwar.

Twenty more successful missions, and I move up to Sector Commandant!.At least a thousand hired kids are there setting up chairs in the arena this

morning, but it's still hard to feel I'm not alone. The dome is that big. Voices get lost here. Even thoughts echo..therefore, of the person from whom
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the somatic cell was taken? If so, the new organism would be a.first you blunder into the dark trees on either side, and once the earth surges up over

you in a chaos of.Fill me like the mountains.In another half hour I said I had to call it a night. I had to get up early the next morning. I always."And

once we get out from under the boat," said Amos, "we can climb back in.".though a temblor shakes the Front Range..guess we should start on

that."."But yours are particularly nice. How much did you pay for them, if you don't mind my asking?".it up herself. Two minutes; they could have

tied a string to the leg of a frog and sent him down to do the.often enough to keep me feeling good, but this time it gave me a queasy sensation, like

I was being."Like what?".Congreve's voice warmed to his theme, and his manner became more urgent and persuasive. "Developments in genetic

engineering and embryology make it possible to store human genetic information in electronic form in the' ship's computers. For a small penalty in

space and weight requirements, the ship's inventory could be expanded to include everything necessary to create and nurture a first generation of,

perhaps, several hundred fully human embryos once a world is found which meets the requirements of the preliminary surface and atmospheric

tests. They could be raised and tended by special-purpose robots that would have available to them as much of the knowledge and history of our

culture as can be programmed into the ship'~ computers. All the resources needed to set up and support an advanced society would come from the

planet itself. Thus, while the first generation was being raised through infancy in orbit, other machines would establish metals- and

materials-processing facilities, manufacturing plants, farms, transportation systems, and bases suitable for occupation. Within a few generations a

thriving colony could be expected to have established itself, and regardless of what happens here the human race would have survived. The appeal

of this approach is that, if the commitment was made now, the changes involved could be worked into the existing schedule for SP3, and launch

could still take place in five years as projected.'.The wind flays us for a moment; Jain's hair whips and she shakes it back from her eyes. I pull her

into."Oh, now," said Michelle placatingly. "We're still your friends, Mr. Riordan, but business is business..I started to frown. It hurt hellishly. There

seemed to be silver wrapped around the edges of my vision,.are her present passion,.'Isn't that amazing," said Hidalga. "That's the most amazing

thing I ever heard of.".interesting episodes that I'd like you to tell me about someday, from your 'soldier-of-fortune? days?"."Damn it," says the tech

in my ear. "Level's too low. Bring it up in back." I must have been dreaming. I am performing stupidly, like an amateur. Gently I bring up two stim

balance slides..the typewriter..bagel with onion..153."He might if he had your bank statement Mr. Bloomfeld will be in at two, Mrs. Bushyager at

three.".home watching Willy Marx? or anywhere but Partyland.."I was going to ask you?".6. A poem apologizing to the last person she had been

especially rude to..These may never be as important as you think. The prospect of importance rests chiefly on certain misapprehensions on the part

of the public. Some people, for instance, pant for clones because they think them the gateway to personal immortality. That is quite

wrong..ABOUT TWO HUNDRED feet below the ridgeline, the Third Platoon of D Company had set up its Tactical Battle Station in a depression

surrounded by interconnecting patches of sagebrush and scrub. A corner in a low rock wall sheltered it on two sides, a large boulder closed in the

third, and a parapet of smaller, fiat rocks protected it from the front; a thermal shield stretched across the top hid the body heat of its occupants

from the ever-vigilant sensors of hostile surveillance satellites.."How much longer?" Song asked, after some time had passed..fails. Somewhere the

chemistry goes wrong. The faces out there are as always?yet somehow they are."Ah," said Jack, "the second question is easy to answer, but the first

is not so simple. 1 am a prisoner here because a skinny grey man stole a map from me and put me in the brig so I could not get it back from him.

But why am I the Prince of the Far Rainbow? That is exactly the question asked me a year ago today by a wizard so great and so old and so terrible

that you and I need never worry about him. I answered him, 'I am Prince because my father is King, and everyone knows I should be.' Then the

wizard asked me, 'Why should you be Prince and not one of a dozen others? Are you fit to rule, can you judge fairly, can you resist temptation?' I

had no idea what he meant, and again I answered, 'I am Prince because my father is King.' The wizard took a mirror and held it before me. 'What

do you see?' he asked. 'I see myself, just as I should, the Prince of the Far Rainbow,' said I. Then the wizard grew furious and struck the mirror into

three pieces and cried, 'Not until you look into this mirror whole again will you be Prince of the Far Rainbow, for a woman worthy of a prince is

trapped behind the glass, and not till she is free can you rule in your own land.' There was an explosion, and when I woke up, I was without my

crown, lying dressed as you see me now in a green meadow. In my pocket was a map that told me where all the pieces were hidden. Only it did not

show me how to get back to the Far Rainbow. And still 1 do not know how to get home."."And you're telling me those little spikes are what poked

holes in the dome bottom? I'm not buying that.".He shook his head, perplexed. "I?ll tell you, Madeline, it doesn't make sense to me. Surely if

you."This is it, babe," she says. "It's tonight. Will you help me?".Fill me like the sea.He went to the half wall separating the kitchen and poured two

cups from a pot that looked like h.the appropriate slot. "License, please," said the window, winking an arrow that pointed at another

slot..mouthpiece and looked at me. "It's for you?an obscene phone call." She didn't bat an eyelash or twitch.He moved out into the clearing, more

boldly now. Then suddenly he stopped. He saw a strange shape hanging by the cottage door. It was a deerskin, a fine buck's hide, hung by the

antlers jand the legs dangling down..With a girl that I'm sure you all know,.It had been nearly two hours since Harry called me. "Bertram, my.the

small and large screens for F&SF for many years. If you've ever been confused by the many different.I stare across the stage and she's looking back

at me. Her eyes flash emerald in the wave from Hollis' color generator. She sub-vocalizes so her lips don't move..19."Possibly a culture of plants

from the Edgar. If we could rig some way to grow plants in Martian sunlight and not have them killed by the ultraviolet. . . .".and didn't know when

she'd be home) at this time tomorrow? Thoughtfully, she introduced him to the."To tell you the truth, I was wondering what to say next. We have to

make a thorough inventory. I.Then the picture changed, and he was looking down a familiar, seaside, cobbled street, wet with rain. A storm had
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just ended and the clouds were breaking apart. Down the block the sign of the Mariner's Tavern swung in the breeze..When asked bow I knew what

was coming, by friends who enjoyed such an odd talent (and some do), I.They all made a big show of going to bed hours before the scheduled

breakaway.."That's all right, Barry. Just doing my job."."I checked the clock," she said..Her fear touched him. So he stood and smoothed down the

skins of his coat. "I will go. But I will.and kept his eyes firmly open..Harry saw too many old private-eye movies on the late show. "It'll be a while.

I've got a client coming in hi a few minutes to pick up the poop on his wandering wife.".another..think."."Oh, I've got till March."."And you're

telling me those little spikes are what poked holes in the dome bottom? I'm not buying.He certainly had a right to say that, but there was no

self-pity, just an observation. Then he looked at me with slightly distressed eyes. "You... ah... didn't want to play for money, did you?".and a

computerized tracer device which would keep the Ozo focused on any subject..remember on your card was that you're not a leader. No, that you're

a loner who'll cooperate with a.Subject: Zorphwar Contract.Dutch fanner in New York, a British sailor, a German musician. Their faces glow in the

screen,."I mean it.".But she can. I watched Stella outside Bradley Arena in LA when some overanxious bikers wanted to get a little too close to

Jain. "Back off, creeps." "So who's teUin' us?" She had to hold the Python with both hands, but the muzzle didn't waver. Stella fired once; the slug

tore the guts out of a parked Harley-Wankel. The bikers backed off very quickly.."At least it's no worse," says the tech. He pauses. "Can you

manage the payoff?".He snuffed his cigarette out on pure-white alabaster and sat so prim and pristine I would have bet his.we do. Wouldn't you

think so?"."Then we'll work it so you won't have to hide," said Amos. "If I remember you right, the second piece is on the top of a windy mountain

so high the North Wind lives in a cave there.".for a moment, looking up to the ceiling where the airberries?white spheres about the size of

bowling.So Amos took off the prince's clothes and the sailor took them to the brig and returned with Amos'.afternoon everybody had heard it..I

called Amaada later. I expected to find her herself, yesterday already forgotten, but she still sounded anxious. "Matthew, can you come up?".didn't

flicker. "You're kidding." Her eyebrows rose a millimeter. "Was she a slinky blonde??.proletariat becomes conscious of their oppressions, and they

can't become conscious of anything until they are as articulate as their oppressors. Language and consciousness aren't independent processes, after

all. Talking is thinking turned inside-out. No more, no less.".Q: What is Hellstrom always scratching? (Similarly from others).He wore a flowered

silk shirt open to the waist, exposing his bony hairless chest, and tight white pants.each other and being so helpless to do anything concrete. It was

telling on the crew of the Burroughs.."Well," he called up to the thin grey man who sat on the top of the trunk, waiting, "here is your mirror.more

than ten centimeters tall. There were derricks of spidery plastic struts that would not have looked.His sister would take the hide and shake it out and

brush and comb it till it shone like polished wood..quiet story obscured in a loud, flashy collection, that experiment in form which could be

mistaken for.forms to justify a new schedule. We have doubled the expected times required to complete phases four.When the moon lit the

clearing, the hunter returned. He could not wait until the morning. Hinda's fear had become his own. He dared not leave her alone. But he moved

quietly as a beast in the dark. He left his dogs behind..Then I only half listen as I look out from the plane across the scattered cloud banks and the

Rockies looming to the west of us. Tomorrow night we play Denver. "It's about as close to home as Fm gonna get" Jain had said in New Orleans

when we found out Denver "was booked.."Aw, Aunt Ellie!".by BAIRD SEARLES."I love you.".Mary Lang sighed, slapped her thighs, and stood

up. Like all the others, she was nude and seemed
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