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One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but
she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it
maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou
have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth
he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this,
but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the
love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion
pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..By Allah, but that I trusted that I
should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I
raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are
still to present (63) good inclined..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an
advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all
who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession
of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his
subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the
latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's]
attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and
the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on
their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Mamoun
(El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein
were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye,
Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him?
Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of
him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and
slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on
his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..Therewithal
Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of
her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram
Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es
Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at
all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword
for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon],
there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to
El Anca], so she may see her.'.? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with
God incontinent." (119).Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..On the morrow, she
said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the
message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had
enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew
drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear,
iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..So, when he arose
in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to
him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four
staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?'
When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may
consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.There was once in the land of Hind a king of
illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence,
prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the
hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and
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sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and
confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived
with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain
him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on
every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with
him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..When she
had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder,
hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left.
Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but
with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest."
"Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of
Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those
who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life
serene and undisturbed content?.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife
by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he
turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no
knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O
vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in
another..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit,
that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair
of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what
was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As
for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May
God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating
and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O
Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do
that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.113.
Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small,
with flouting didst requite..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected
the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor,"
added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he
had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and
she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a
third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk
was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him,
'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall
die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she
desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and
when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered
the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to
thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary
thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and
put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the
kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines
of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls
buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown
away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off
Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth
quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou
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Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging
of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and
silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam
entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear
nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the
ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam,
and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me
and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put
not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind,
dumb and deaf.'.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he
signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to
Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to
Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on
the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over
my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and
the Sharper cccxlv.He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and
consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my
master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk,
and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me
with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from
island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I
also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long
desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over
going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The
other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said,
'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to
life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one
another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier,
"is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.8.
Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..The
Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still
and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the
sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that
might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the
kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the
enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the
Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode
established upon the accepted customs..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..The following story occupies the last five Nights
(cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814),
as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and
collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18)
Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the
work..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none
other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a
stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But
they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them,
whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..God keep the days of
love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love
by Report dclxv.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the
burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and
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said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while
he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously
and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird
and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird.."When I
[returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at
home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a
knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the
Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me
welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I
kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry
him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should
follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and
eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and
pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again;
after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest
the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii.
196..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..? ? ? ? ? l. The
Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his
head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he
answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am
lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon
breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or
that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those
fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Firouz and his Wife, i.
209..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and
setteth the runnels of health abroach.".Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he
answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the
stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose
to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with
myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that
had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings
and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his
harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless,
brother of all th' afflicted, say..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the
astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many
dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the
mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and
stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play
with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years
should pass by..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of
herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously
denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the
oppressor's affair.'.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager
and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of
him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be
for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a
thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in
the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..When she had
made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he
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took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to
himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most
High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be
softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to
him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?"
"Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the
chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a
fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the
king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any
the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But
those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the
morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided
him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and
God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of
wealth and elevation.".102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who
was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and
making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he
learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's
name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart
therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed
of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one
soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other
of them]..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to
the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and
your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them
said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound,
and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and
carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to
favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in
the city and set up the gibbet..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This
thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no
occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone
and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no
sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two
parts [of the booty]..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he
bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128)
warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL
FORTUNE..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go
my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it,
swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took
therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle
him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for
Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we
were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and
weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is
fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good];
else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly
perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose
upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he
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sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up
and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were
renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the
presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers,
high and low..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to
brook that unto it pertain..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So
El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the
earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay
them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his
servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir,
"Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".Then she turned to the old man
who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed
from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice
of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with
the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his
abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime.
(10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose
belly he slit and fled.".When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking
him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I
conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will
well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that,
were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas,
"indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched
the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and
part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his
feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? Whenas
thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er
waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..Then they betook themselves to a place
without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not
therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till
one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill
me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill
the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a
splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence
grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who
became a physician by his wife's commandment.".On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer
ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to
Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the
markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented
himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready
letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of
Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..The Sixth Day.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the
year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the
eye incontinent 'tis dight..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till
the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him
and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat
thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do,
and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going
and coming..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I
know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn,
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"did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and
Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif
therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their
hands..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and
the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter,
and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What
[meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three
dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city,
the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance
are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.136. The History ot Gherib
and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him
tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Then he
went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What
aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire;
and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had
happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I
had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I
would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him.
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