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Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying,
'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he
pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When
he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him,
repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my
recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant
took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself,
saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.Man and his Fair Wife,
The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his
wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king
of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my
sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his
handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is
what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He
chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled
before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the
folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him,
"Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by
contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the
contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And
he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it
after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer
and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to
go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant
went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present
themselves and take my contract.".So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to
Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the
piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and
plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall
of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said,
"Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O
my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted
Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and
a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a
handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to
her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she
rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds
upon the Reckoning-Day!.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he
heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil.
(179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and
laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and
strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he
recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?'
'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is
altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but
now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night
on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant
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meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel!
Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a
Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following
verses:.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..Meanwhile, the Sheikh
Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most
accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach
reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he
went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage
war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and
thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription
engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say;
else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were
present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised
the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire
to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried
her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in
which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to
the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and
liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth
officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the
thieves. (Quoth he).6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land,
abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said
to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the
water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on
diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt
thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons
dxcvii.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him.
He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell
a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village
and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?'
Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew
him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and
informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and
well, though she saw him not..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king
and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes.
How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy
lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance
of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single
hour?".? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him
my dear!".73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that
thou swor'st thou wast true.".111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king
who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his
guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the
latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I
will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food
before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew
that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the
vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif
dcccxxi.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El
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Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and
he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch,
"Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money,
and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that
which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow."
(96).?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls
and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.When the youth had made an end of his story, the
king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his
affair.".There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the
exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the
fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir
was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with
his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour
and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates
and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those
who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the
police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I
ween.".The Third Night of the Month.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and
asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly
office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of
that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice
with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the
kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? Deem
not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).65. The Simpleton and the
Sharper dclii.When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah,
whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and
sang the following verses:.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him
in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear
that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of
clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own
country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost
thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates,
to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man
assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its
own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God
the Most High prosper thee!".? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the
utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the
like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had
not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and
goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for
this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him
who sleepeth not!.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook
himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his
bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and
thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance
was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of
deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman
who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to
death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Now they had
complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they
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fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the
money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day
resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the
village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the
villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen
and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So
they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest
thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before
him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my
death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars,
together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi
Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad
anew;.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been
stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the
police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of
stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?"
"Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou
stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak
him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to
himself.".?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's
wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of
bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is
one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the
chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank
and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and
made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..One day, there came a ship and in it a
merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he
acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he
with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and
the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..Meanwhile the king said to
his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with
tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife
Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with
the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El
Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we
have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare
And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and
he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God
thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch
and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of
the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned
to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!"
answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and
misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and
to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God
encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged
a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to
visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for
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whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided
him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came
to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..(continued)..Then the rest of the
women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised
a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its
greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not
as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and
he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he
saw him not, and laughed..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing
her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to
look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on
the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone;
but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this
Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty
inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye
say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen
Officers of Police dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I
entreat.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him,
but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do;
but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old
woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and
told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen
answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof
they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but
patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in
God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this
matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust
my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and
complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before
him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he
knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and
spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I
am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's
brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I
despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without
due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son,
know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one
of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.'
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Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that
which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging
down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but
kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the
bitterness of poverty.'.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said
to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in
what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to
you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and
help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods
and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the
realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst
thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came
flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of
the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote
another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder
and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left
it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and
amazement at the dead..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.'
Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung
himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him
wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again
that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he
entertained them some days..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it
was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the
Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries
reckst by which my heart is wried..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums
amain..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a
long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.As time
went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they
went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with
them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and
sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan,
they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of
them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and
grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered,
saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Peace on you,
people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the
control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the
tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man,
'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer
me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my
family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I
and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the
woodcutter said], 'Know that.114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience"
and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he
removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till
the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden
him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained
and made a show of distraction..When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so
they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me,
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I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her,
'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon,
and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat
and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to
him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not
consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do
this ever.'.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city.
When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen
his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he
called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the
treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was
other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the
backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the
goodliest of the folk of his time..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.When it was the ninth
day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he
beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took
counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook
themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is
occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the
youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what
shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am
become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be
estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so
he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning
him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to
him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have
with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and
mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore
that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and
leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..KING SHAH BEKHT
AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..7. Story of the
Hunchback ci.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands
of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding
them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling
for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house;
and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and
questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled
themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with
delight at your view;.Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled,
and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to
death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope
for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath
sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and
his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..So they
wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and
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threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till
sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,'
answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech,
she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and
return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? She came in
robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons
cccclxxv.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of
price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT
OF.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she
wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she
took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it
disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from
under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,
up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were
removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49.
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